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Hazard Communication-
Your Right to Know

Chemicals in the workplace



MIOSHA Revisions to the 
Communication Standard

Two significant changes contained in the revised standard 

require the use of new labeling elements and a standardized 

format for Safety Data Sheets (SDSs), formerly known as, 

Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs). The new label 

elements and SDS requirements will improve worker 

understanding of the hazards associated with the chemicals 

in their workplace. 

(This aligns with the United Nations’ Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of 

Chemicals (GHS) which was published in the Federal Register in March 2012.) 



Why the changes to Hazardous 
Communication?

• To align with the Globally Harmonized System of 

Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS)

• To provide a common and coherent approach to classifying 

chemicals

• To reduce confusion and increase understanding of the 

hazards

• To help address literacy problems



Critical Information

It is critical that employees understand the new label and 

SDS format.  Each SDS/MSDS has 16 sections.  In 2015, the 

Hazard Communication Standard changed by requiring 

Safety Data Sheets (SDS) to be in a uniform format. 



SDS/MSDS

Chemical manufacturers are required to have Safety Data 

Sheets (Material Safety Data Sheets) for each and every 

chemical they produce or import.  They do not have to 

attach them to chemical shipments.  The distributor then is 

responsible for ensuring that all customers are provided a 

copy of the SDS/MSDS.  Employers ensure that SDS/MSDS 

information is available to employees.  All SDSs will be 

uniform in content.



Purpose of SDS/MSDS

The Safety Data Sheets provide detailed information on 

each chemical being used in the workplace including:

 Name of product and what it looks like

 Physical hazards and how it could enter the body

 How much is a safe exposure

 Does it have cancer-causing potential

 Precautions for safe handling and storage

 Control measures such as work practices & PPE (personal protective 

equipment) recommendations

 Emergency & first aid treatment



Required Posters
These are located in HR, by the nursing staff ground 

floor entrance, in the HFA ES supply room & in the 1st

floor hallway outside of the nursing offices. 



SDS/MSDS Label Elements

 Product identifier:  This is how the hazardous chemical is identified.

 Signal word:  This is used to indicate the relative level of severity of 

hazard and alert the reader to a potential hazard on the label.  There 

are only two signal words, “Danger” and “Warning.”

 Pictogram:  MIOSHA’s required pictograms must be in the shape of 

a square set at a point and include a black hazard symbol on a white 

background with a red frame.  A square red frame set at a point 

without a hazard symbol is not a pictogram and is not permitted on 

the label.  MIOSHA has designated eight pictograms under this 

standard for application to a hazard category.



SDS/MSDS Label Elements

 Hazard statement(s):  This describes the nature of the hazard(s) of a 

chemical, including when appropriate the degree of hazard.

 Precautionary statement(s):  A phrase that describes recommended 

measures that should be taken to minimize or prevent adverse 

effects resulting from exposure to a hazardous chemical or improper 

storage or handling.

 Name, address and phone #:  This pertains to the chemical 

manufacturer, distributor, or importer. 







Labels

Warning labels are very important.  

By law every chemical has to have a 

label.  Check the label for valuable 

information.  Anyone who transfers 

a chemical from one bottle to 

another MUST also label the new 

container. Labels may have one of 

two signal words- “Danger” or 

“Warning,” when necessary.  

Specific hazard statements must 

appear on labels based on the 

hazard classification. Never use a 

chemical in an unlabeled container.  



Pictograms & Hazards



Hazards

When thinking of hazards you might only think of potent 

chemicals.  Soap, oil, laundry supplies, and toner are 

examples of potential hazards as well.  What do these two 

common household cleaners make when mixed together?

Bleach + ammonia = ?

Mustard gas
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Medication Hazards

While Masonic Pathways does not initiate 

chemotherapy as treatment, a resident may come with a 

pump infusing chemotherapy from an outpatient setting.  

Be aware of drug hazards and how to clean up a potential 

spill.  Spill kits are located in each utility room on the 

shelf when necessary to be used.
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Spill Response

 Remain calm

 Identify spilled substance & control the scene

 Evacuate area if needed &/or contact emergency responders

 Gather proper PPE & clean up material

 Stop &/or control the spill once type is known

 Clean up spill and properly dispose of waste packaging and labeling 

correctly

Remember:  Waste has the same property of the chemical.  If the 

chemical is flammable then so is the rag that was used in clean up etc.



SDS must be easily available

At Masonic Pathways there are two 

complete sets of SDS books.

1) In Materials Management

2) Just outside of the nursing offices 

in the alcove



Additionally…

Know where to locate SDS information.  Take a moment out 

of your busy day, find a SDS book and page through it to 

help you respond in case of an emergency.  If someone is 

exposed to a chemical, it needs to be reported 

immediately to the supervisor.  Refer to the SDS for 

proper handling decisions and send a copy of the SDS with 

anyone sent out for emergency treatment.



Personal Protective 
Equipment

Selection of PPE is based on the need to protect yourself 

from specifically-identified hazards.  PPE may be 

categorized by the type of protection provided including:

 Eye & face

 Respiratory

 Head

 Foot

 Hand

 Clothing



Personal Protective 
Equipment

PPE can include protective clothing, for example orange 

high-visibility safety vests, kneepads, waterproof aprons, 

disposable suits or aprons, and chemical-resistant clothing.  

Typical PPE might include safety shoes with protective toes, 

leather gloves, hardhats, safety glasses, and ear plugs.

PPE helps prevent contact with infectious agents or body 

fluid that may contain an infectious agent by creating a 

barrier.



Personal Protective 
Equipment-Infection Control

 Gloves:  These help protect when directly handling potentially 

infectious material or contaminated surfaces.

 Gowns:  These help protect from the contamination of clothing with 

potentially infectious material.

 Shoe & Head covers:  These provide a barrier against possible 

exposure within a contaminated environment.

 Masks & Respirators:  Surgical masks help protect the nose and 

mouth from splattered body fluids and respirators filter the air before 

inhalation.

 Face & Eye Protection:  Goggles help protect eyes from spatters.  A 

face shield provides spatter protection to facial skin, eyes, nose, & 

mouth.



Eye Wash Stations

Emergency eye wash stations are required for work 

environments that may expose employees to harmful 

chemicals or body fluids.  Though all proper precautions 

may be taken to prevent exposure, accidents can still 

happen.  Eye wash stations are designed to immediately 

flush contaminants out of the eyes after exposure.



Eye Wash Station Locations
Boiler house - basement
Laundry - 2 in washer room
ABU unit - ES supply room
Nursing - ES storeroom ground floor
Nursing - ES supply room on 1 South
Nursing - ES supply room on 2 South
Kitchen - Chemical room
HFA - ES supply room on ground floor K wing
HFA - N wing ground floor ES supply room
HFA - N wing 1st floor ES supply room
HFA - N wing 2nd floor ES supply room
D wing 2nd floor ES supply room
D wing Ground floor - Materials management Solution room



How to Use Emergency Eye 
Wash Stations

1) Remove contacts immediately.  The contact can hold the 

substance to the eye causing major damage.

2) Forcibly hold eyes open and place them on the 

designated spot on the eyewash station.  Very 

important!

3) Continue to hold eyes open and turn water on with help 

if necessary.  Continuous flushing under gentle pressure 

is needed to ensure that the substance is flushed.

4) Have a co-worker call the emergency response unit.  

Continue to irrigate for at least 15 minutes.



In Summary

 Chemicals are a fact of life.  Misuse will cause problems.  Accidents 

can happen so knowing how to respond appropriately is important.

 Always check labels.

 Always lock up chemicals when not in use.

 Always use proper PPE including the type of glove recommended by 

the manufacturer.

 Refer to our Hazard Communication & Right to Know policy for more 

information.  Know where to find the SDSs in your area.

 Know where to get the proper PPE & where showers or eye wash 

stations are.

 Employees are responsible to use the safeguards provided for safety.

?


